THE REVOLUTION OF 1908-9
mained Sheikh-ul-Islam. Nazim, whose appoint-
ment as Minister of War had led to the downfall
of Kiamil two months earlier, was now put in
command of Fthe First Army Corps. It looked
as if the Committee had lost ground, and such
was the view of the situation taken by some of
the newspaper correspondents. Meanwhile the
mutineers signalised their triumph with a terrific
fusillade on the 13th and 14th, a demonstration
which, so thickly did the bullets rain in the city,
cost many lives.
The unholy revelry was, however, short-lived.
While the frenzy was still at its height, every
post brought news of the Roumelian army con-
centrating under the leadership of Mahmoud
Shevket Pacha (the strongest general in the
Turkish army, since appointed Minister of War)
and preparing to march from Salonika and from
Adrianople on the revolted capital and there
avenge the outrage on the Constitution. A few
affected to ridicule the possibility of retribu-
tion so swift. The foreign correspondents and
military attaches were equally at fault, and pre-
dicted that the Salonika army could not reach
Constantinople in less than three weeks. Yet
within a week, it was an investing army and had
drawn its lines across every exit from the capital.
The mutineers must already have seen that the
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